Marine biotechnology emerged in the 1980s, and since then it has been gradually gaining momentum to meet growing demands that cannot be satisfied by terrestrial sources alone. Marine biotechnology has been widely applied to tap the unique biodiversity found in oceans and corresponding resources. Although marine biotechnology is relatively young, it has made considerable contributions to sustainable development on social, economic and environmental fronts. In the mid-1990s, the 'omics' revolution triggered major changes in biological research and its application to biotechnology. Omics aims to combine all the information acquired from different hierarchies that control vital processes to investigate the nature of numerous biological phenomena at the molecular level.
